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PEAT

Peat deposits are widespread in California, but only
in four areas ave the deposits known to be of suitable
quality, large enough, and so located to be of present
commercial value. These areas, from which substantial
amounts of peat have been mined and then processed,
are the Sacramento-San Joacuin Delta area, Orange
County, Modoce County, and Santa Cruz County.

In the United States peat is used mostly as a soil
conditioner and in mixed fertilizers. Very small amounts
are used as mull or litter material for domestic animals,
as packing material, and in chemical applications snch
as filtering and tanning. Alithough peat has been nsed
as a fuel in other countries, the abundance of higher
rank fuels in the United States has kept peat out of the
domestie fuel industry.

During 1953, 9.196 tons of peat valued ar $73.897 were
produced in California. To help meet the mereasing
demand for.agricultural peat, large quantities of peat
moss were shipped into California primarily from Can-
ada with oceasional shipments from eastern states. The
major peat producers in Califoruia are initiating ex-
pansion programs to.meet this demand.

Geologic Occurrence. Peat is an aceumulation of
partly decomposed and disintegrated vogmetal matter
representing the first stage in the metamorphism of
plants to coal. Tt forms in undrained depressions, plains,
or river deltas that contain environments favorahle to
luxuriant growth of peat-forming plants. The plants
range from woody shrubs and trees of swamps, to
mosses. sedges, reeds and grasses of marshes. Poor drain-

Grinding and stockpiling peat at the Vita-Peat Corporation’s
plant on Bethel Island ip the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta area.

age is essential in the formation of peat, beecause stand-
ing water largely excludes oxygen and prevents complete
decay, thus enabling the carbonaceous matter to be
preserved.

The type of vegetation that accumulates determines
the type of peat that is formed. The most valuable and
sought-after commercial peat is formed from aquatic
mosses. Most of this material is either a sphagnum or
hypnum moss, and is known in the indust ry as peat
moss. Other commercial grades of peat inelvde reed or
sedge peat, and peat humus which is a soil high in or-
ganic matter. Most of the peat produced in California
is classified as peat humus and veed or sedge peat. A
high-grade peat moss, however, is recovered from a single
bog in Modoe¢ County in northern California.



